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May Be 30,000 to 40,000

- By HANSON W. BALDWIN

A recent reassessment of So-
viet ‘forces in Cuba has con-
vinced some intelligence ex-

| sonnel on the island.
| Many experts helieve the
number has - not actually

of all available intelligence

Jing them.

the background for the recent
assertion by Senator Kenneth B.
|| Keating, New York Republican,
iIthat Russian strength in Cuba,
i|despite withdrawals announced
by the President, was still ahout
17,000 mén, - :

At a news conference April

4,000, Soviet troops had - been
withdrawn in recent weeks. He
Idid not estimate. ithé number

pression that about 13,000 were
still there. -

Capital’s Opinions Vary
There is no - consensus in
Washington about how many
Soviet troops are in Cuba. In
fact, some of the highest Gov-
ernment officials and many in-
telligence officers - admit that
they do not know how many
are on-the island. ‘

It is far easfer to estimate
tonnages -of - equipment and
Hnumbers of ‘guns ‘that numbers
‘|of personnel. Last fall, emphasis
in. the intelligence’ community

range missilés in Cuba and there
éncy, _géi_tﬂ after the

the nufihers of Soviet’ tr
withdrawn from” ‘the isfand in
recent weeks; but not how many
have bheen brought in.

Many officials are convinced
|that the total number has not
fchanged greatly and that the
Russians = are replacing the
t_roolzst;c_hey 1have withdrawn in
a- rotation plan simila Posg
the United States us]étpgr its
overseas units. )
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i
E . Detajls are lackin
. | some; Pentagon officials now

Some Exbérts Believe Count

|perts:that there may be 30,000|
|to 40,000 Russian military- per-|

changed greatly since last fall; |:
the upward . revision of past|:
figures stems from a close study|’

facts. The experts believe, too,|:
that the Russians are rotating|’
troops to Cuba, not withdraw-}:

These interpretations provide :

/|3, the President estimated that|.

lthat remained, but left the im-|

was fixed on the Soviet medium-;,

* . Soviet Units Listed
on what

call the “Soviet expeditionary!|:
force” in Cuba. But some ex-|i
perts believe the Russlans arej.
maintaining the equivalent of
2 heavily reinforced motorized
rifle -division. Such a division
normally numbers about 13,0001
|men.

The four principal tacticall:
ground units, identified in thel
|past as “battalion-size” units,|

are still on the .island and have
‘made no attempt to conceall:
their identity. ;

Other units of field artillery,

antiaireraft, infantry, and soj
on,. are said to be somewhat|
harder to pinpoint, and a large
jpumber of the Russian forces)’
are crews for the antiaireraft|
and coast defense missiles andf
‘provide communications, main-
‘tenance and specialist servicesp
for their own and Cuban forces.|:
An unknown number wear civ-{i
ilian clothes and blend into thel:
population. :

Though many intelligence ex-
perts and:some Government of-|
ficials say they do not know
how many Russian troops are
in Cuba, one said he would bet
a year’s pay that the number
was closer to 30,000 than to
17,000, and a month's pay-that|
it was closer to 40,000 than to
17,000. :

1 There appears to be a con-
sensus that no major reduction
in Soviet strength has taken
place and that the Russians are
rotating troops, rather than
withdrawing them. ‘

The purposes of the contin-
ued présence-of so large a So-
viet force in Cuba could bhe
multiple.

Various Functions Served

It was undoubtedly intended
originally to provide protection
for the long-range missiles that
Premier Khrushchev attempted
to install there last Fall, which
have now — in the opinion of
most intelligence experts —
been withdrawn. Since the with-
drawal of all or part of these
missiles, the troops appear to
have a number of functions:

4To’ héelp protect the island
agdinst -any invasion by the
1 Uhnited States or by exile forces

aided by the United States. -

qTo perpctuate Premier Fi-|
't de1 Castro’s rile and to secure
the Commumist government
there against internal revoit.

qTo train Cuban forces and|

rather than evaluating the Rus-

) nist Latin-Ameri-
other Communist Latin-2 sian capabilities baldly.

can cadres. ‘
qTo provide small infiltra-
tion and subversion units capa-
ble of exporting armed Com-
munism to other areas of the
Western Hemisphere.
qTo maintain a base of So-
viet , Communist military pow-
er in the Western Hemisphere ye?l‘fg%%fgi'cer, Comdr. Pedro Mi-
for psychological and politicall pet, called upon the people to
purposes and as a bargaining|make sacrifices so they “may
gambit in the world conflict. en_joy, the revolu@ions tlrue b?;':
Some experts bélieve the|efits: He spoke at Playa G
i o ron, the invasion beach on the
‘President may not have Known}gnay gay of ceremonies mark-
‘of the revised estimates of some|jng the defeat of the Cubanj
Hntelligence experts when hejexiles’ invasion. It
t;1mpliec:1 a few weeks ago that|=—=——————— =
igoviet troop strength in Cuba
“had been reduced to 13,000.
i Some observers have been
tconcerned that official intelli-{.
gence - estimates that have
reached some of the highest of-
ficials during and since the
‘Cuban crisis may have been
shaped — perhaps unconscious-
ly — to eonform with policy

Cuban Boasts of Strength
HAVANA, April 19 (AP)—
An army leader asserted today
that Cuba’s military strength
in men and arms had increased
so heavily that Cuba could fend
off 50 invasions like that of two
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